
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

 

 

 

 
Best wishes 
 

 
Mrs Tracy Luke 

Executive Principal 
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We are on the web 

www.marshacademy.org.uk 

Message from the Principal Term 3ðFebruary 2010 

In January, thirty-five students from Years 9 

ï 11 were taken to Shorncliffe Army  

Barracks where they took part in a Personal  

Development Activity Day run by the Combat 

Army Recruitment Team (ART 21).  The day 

started in small groups, each of which had to 

complete various physical problem solving  

activities, good team work and lateral thinking.  

Enthusiasm for the event ensured that all of the 

tasks were completed, sometimes in record  

breaking time.   

After a break to rest and refuel, the groups were split into two teams which competed against each 

other over the purpose built obstacle course.  Again, strong group tactics meant that the teams were 

evenly matched and the course was completed to a very close finish.  The day was extremely success-

ful, largely due to the enthusiasm and excellent conduct of the students who took part and we hope to 

repeat the trip next year. 

Army Activity Day 

HAITI NON - UNIFORM DAY  

We have collected a total of £884.17 for the Haiti Appeal.  This will be donated to the DEC 

Haiti Earthquake Appeal.   

KEEPING OUR CHILDREN SAFE  

There has been much in the news recently concerning the checking procedures carried out by schools and 

other organisations to ensure children are kept as safe as possible when in their care.  We want to reassure 

parents and students that all staff and visitors to our school are subject to all necessary checking procedures 

and we do everything possible to ensure that children are safe.  If any student or parent has any concerns 

regarding Child Protection and safety issues or wishes to report any incidents concerning the protection 

and safety of a student they should contact the following members of staff: 

Michelle Whitewood, Designated Child Protection Coordinator 

Robert Bristow, Senior Leader with responsibility for Child Protection 

Hannah Franks, ESafety Coordinator 

Any issues that arise concerning Child Protection are reported to The Executive Principal and Head of 

School immediately.  Further information can be found in the Child Protection and Internet and ESafety 

policies on the Marsh Academy website: www.marshacademy.org.uk 

http://www.marshacademy.org.uk


Mini School News 

Red School 

 

.Yellow school are very pleased to extend our welcome to our new Assistant Principal Mr. Magee. 

Our students have enjoyed a range of successful activities since the start of the new term; these have 

included participation in the trip to Buckmore Park to experience the thrills of Kart racing and the day with the Army for a 

Personal Development Activity. Our thanks must go to JWY for an excellent assembly on healthy eating trends which 

were enjoyed by all those present. We all look forward to the other tutor groupsô contribution to our assembly program. 

We continue to focus on good attendance and punctuality to lessons and have a significant number of students who have 

excellent attendance in spite of still being in the cold and flu season. 

It has been a busy term for the Red Mini School with students participating in a range of activities from 

go kart racing at Buckmore Park, where some students learnt that brakes were actually quite vital, to  

participating in the non-school uniform day and throwing themselves, often literally, into team building 

activities with the army.  In addition, each tutor group has been set a challenge to raise at least £50 for our chosen charity,  

Demelza House, and they are currently coming up with a range of suggestions how to do so.  Furthermore, it has been won-

derful to celebrate the success of  the following students from Red School  who entered GCSE Maths early; particular con-

gratulations go to: Connor Alexander, Melissa Caryl, Amy Thompsett, James Giltinane and Miles Matthews . 

Red School 

Yellow School 

Blue Mini School has had a busy term celebrating our successes and enjoying participating in 

whole school events.  Many of our students joined in the voluntary non uniform day to raise money for the victims of 

the Haiti earthquake and we are happy to send congratulations to our Year 11 students who reached their predicted 

grades in the November early entry Maths GCSE. 

One of our tutor groups (MGB) chose as their assembly to sponsor a project to ósend bags to Africaô, they are asking 

students from all mini schools to support them in collecting items such as rucksacks, writing equipment and toiletries 

to children in Africa who do not have the basic equipment that they need in every day life. 

Blue School 

Several Green School students took part in the Buckmore Park activity and congratulations to 

those that reached the final. Some Year 10 and 11 students had an enjoyable day with the Army, although the disci-

pline was tough. They quickly learnt how to do press ups! Congratulations to LBG and LSG who won the tutor group 

award for best attendance in December and January, respectively. 

Green School 

Exam dates Spring -GCSE ScienceðYears 9, 10 &11 

 

Subject Exam Date 2010 Exam Time 

Science Core Friday 5th March 9am 

Science Additional Weds 3rd & Thurs 4th March 9am 

 WORLD MATHS DAY - Wednesday 3rd March 2010                                      
World maths day is here again, so get ready for Wednesday 3rd March when we join students from across the 

globe to set a world record in answering mental arithmetic questions. Last year saw more than two million 

students from across 204 countries taking part and together we correctly answered 452,681,681questions.  

Your maths teacher will register you in your classes and issue you with a username and password; you can 

start practising as soon as you have been issued with this. Year 7 and 8 can use their existing mathletics  

usernames and passwords.  

 

 

Years 7 and 8 

Mathletics has once again arrived 

at the Marsh.  Whilst enjoying 

Mathletics on their laptops, it has 

been noticed that many of our  

students are also using the virtual 

learning environment within the 

program effectively.  Congratula-

tions to all students who have  

already started collecting certifi-

cates for their work, and we are 

looking forward to sharing their 

success as levels go up.  

Congratulations also go to  

Rebecca Christmas on obtaining a 

silver certificate in Mathletics.  ð 

Mr Priest 

 

KEY STAGE 4 MATHS  

REVISION IS  

AVAILABLE  

FRIDAYS  

AFTER  

SCHOOL  

3 ï 4 PM  



Community Cohesion - ART BEAT ï E-NEWSLETTER  
For more information on local events please download the newsletter from the councilôs web site at 

www.shepway.gov.uk/arts , which includes the latest Art Beat and Inside Track funding digest.  
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A group of Year 8 students have been working with three  

artists and musicians on the Pledge Project. 

The Pledge Project started when Music for Change and Find Your Talent artists 

teamed up to work with secondary school pupils. 

The sessions explored issues surrounding asylum seekers, immigration,  

community and what it means to lose ï and rebuild ï a place called home. 

As a result of their investigations and exploration the students created pledges 

and promises to try and improve peoplesô attitudes, behaviour and opinions  

towards immigration, refugees and asylum seekers. 

The final day of the project involved pupils going to The Quarter House in Folkestone to give a presentation about 

their work with Mrs Skerry. On February the 1st the GCSE students in Years 10 and 11 received their exam paper and 

we wish them all luck. 

Artists of the Month 

Gemma Linining & 

Monique Pepper for 

their dedication and 

passion for artð

good luck with their GCSE art 

work! 

Art News 

Congratulations to those appointed 

into the Creative Partnerships 

teaching group this term.  A class 

of Year 8 students have been learning in a creative 

manner thanks to a joint collaboration between the 

school and Future Creative.  This has seen students 

working with two local artists and activities have  

included a trip to St Nicholas Church, the RH&D  

Railway and holding a coffee morning interviewing 

guests and local historians about their memories of the 

Marsh.  A big thank you to all of those who brought in 

cakes as this helped the morning to be a great success! 

Projects next term; 

Year 7 ï can you beat the 

Dragons?  A Business and 

Enterprise driven unit where 

students invent,  

design and pitch an  

environmentally friendly 

product to our panel of 

Dragons. 

Year 8  - Who has the power?  A project seeing students 

investigate the ideas behind power and democracy. 

PBL News 

 

Eco Schools is an  

extended activity 

where we discuss  

issues to do with the environment and 

how we can help to improve it.  

Our ambition is to make most, if not 

all students and teachers in our school 

realise how important it is to save  

energy, to recycle and not to drop  

litter. We want to make the Marsh 

Academy more environmentally 

friendly and we would love your  

support. Ultimately we would like to 

be awarded the Eco Schools Bronze 

award for achievements in trying to 

make our school more eco-friendly. 

We have carried out an environmental 

survey on the school and will use this 

to create an action plan that outlines 

how we are going to become more 

environmentally aware. On the MAG, 

there is an environmental question-

naire that we would like students to 

complete so that we can get your 

opinions on the school environment 

and how we can improve it.  

We will keep you updated on our eco-

progress! 

The teamðPaige Barry-Knowles, 

Jessica Carr, Lauren Morris, Nadine 

Nicholson, Izzy Webster-Kell, Char-

lotte Worrall, Jay Baldwin, Miss 

Franks and Miss Cavanagh. 

Eco Schools 

Year 9 students are making good progress with the tasks set and we 

are currently working through our collection of motorcycles concen-

trating on the Clutches. The task involves a range of activities from 

consideration of the Health and safety issues through to dismantling the clutch and reassembly. Once the clutchhas 

been dismantled, students are accessing data and using digital callipers and digital micrometers to check to see if the 

individual clutch plates are at the correct thickness. Our next set of tasks will involve engine timing and work on 

valves and camshafts.  

Year 9 Motorcycle Maintenance 

http://www.shepway.gov.uk/arts
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Back to SchoolðMonday 22nd February 2010 

Year 8 Consultation EveningðTuesday 16th March  

Science GCSE examsï 3rd & 4th March Additional Papers 

Science GCSE Core Papersð 5th March 

Science IAA Papers Years 10 & 11 IAAôsð31st March and 

1st April 

Last day of termðThurs 1st April 

 
 

Years 7, 8 and 9 have been busy with a number of 
rugby fixtures over the last week.  Year 8 came very 
close to what would have been a deserved win 
against the Harvey Grammar School.  
 
The Marsh has also been taking part in indoor rowing 
for the first time with great success. Andrew  
OôConnell was the winner of the Year 7 race. The 
Year 8's also tasted success with Tom Curd winning 
his individual race. There was further success in the  
relay event with the Year 7 boys producing an  
outstanding display to win the event.  

Wednesday afternoons has seen the Launch of the 
new Sports Leader qualification.  

Absence Line: 01797 363594 

Dates for Your Diary REMINDERS  

All History and Citizenship coursework is 
now overdue.  Any students with  
outstanding coursework should hand it 
to their class teacher as soon as possible. 

History and Citizenship catch up and skills practice is 
running during extended day in TU4 with Mr Edmunds 
and Mrs Palmer. 

1

Design Technology�v Years 10 & 11 are doing GCSE coursework portfolios that they should be working 

�}�v���]�v���š�Z�����Z���o�(���š���Œ�u���Z�}�o�]�����Ç���������}�Œ���]�v�P���š�}���š�Z���]�Œ���š�������Z���Œ�[�•���]�v�•�š�Œ�µ���š�]�}�v�•�X�����d�Z�����d�����Z�v�}�o�}�P�Ç�������‰���Œ�š�u���v�š���Á�}�µ�o����
like to pass on our thanks to Mr. Marshall from Echo Engineering for providing metal for students to work 
with as part of their coursework.  Mr Bruce would also be grateful to receive donations of unwanted ce-
ramic tiles for students to use as part of their City and Guild course.  If you require any further information 
please  

Sports News 

Following sustained effort in Engineering, Technology and Motorcycle Maintenance, 13  

students from the Marsh Academy were invited to attend a race day at Buckmore Park,  

competing against five other colleges/academies from Kent. 

Each student got to race twice and the two fastest times from each college/academy were  

entered into the final.  Representing the Marsh Academy in the final were Jake Jones and Tom 

Waddell.  Tom drove a superb race in the final, especially as this was his first time on the track, 

finishing second just behind the much more experienced driver, Jake Hill  from Tunbridge 

Wells, a 15 year old who is fast establishing a reputation as one of the quickest and most  

exciting new drivers.  When all the points were added together at the end, the Marsh Academy 

finished 3rd out of six. 

The crash of the day goes to Graeme Stewart, a Year 11 student, who lost control on one of the bends in a practise session and drove 

into the crash barrier at speed.  Not daunted he pulled himself together and took part in his race only minutes later.  All students  

thoroughly enjoyed the day.  

Buckmore Park 


