
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

As we draw to the close of a busy term it is a good time to reflect upon the highlights. When you read through 
our newsletter you will see that as usual there have been a whole host of exciting activities going on in the 
school. We were particularly delighted that so many of you could join us for our Christmas Concert last  
Thursday evening.  

We say goodbye to three members of staff at the end of this term: Mrs Andrea Bovee (Art), Mrs Jane Nott 
(ICT) and Mr Iain Wilson (Mathematics). We thank them for all their hard work and wish them all the best for 
the future, especially Mr Wilson who has been at the school since April 1985 - a staggering 24 years. 

We would also like to wish all our parents/carers and students a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous 
New Year. 
Best wishes 
 

 
Mrs Tracy Luke 

GREAT NEWS! The Marsh 

Academy has been officially designated 

as a Healthy School!  As part of this  

process we completed a whole-school 

audit, involving students, staff, parents 

and governors, and achieved Healthy 

Schools status!   The National Healthy 

Schools Programme (NHSP) is a joint 

initiative between the DCSF and  

Department of Health (DH) - which  

promotes a whole-school / whole-child 

approach to health. 

Healthy Schools deliver real benefits in 

respect of: 

Improvement in health; 

Raising student achievement; 

Social inclusion; and, 

Closer working between health 

promotion providers and  

education establishments 

 

At the Marsh Academy we want every 

child and young person to be healthy and 

achieve at school and in life. We believe 

that, by providing opportunities at school 

for enhancing emotional and physical 

aspects of health, in the longer term, this 

will lead to improved health, reduced 

health inequalities, increased social  

inclusion and raise achievement for all. 

Congratulations and well done to every-

one involved in the process. 
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We are on the web 

www.marshacademy.org.uk 

Message from the Principal Term 2ðDecember 2009 

This yearôs Christmas concert was an absolute treat! The BTEC  

Performing Arts group organised the whole thing 

as part of their course and worked exceptionally 

hard to ensure everything ran smoothly.  During the evening, we watched some excellent  

performances from guitarists, pianists and vocalists, as well as several performances from the 

Marsh Academy Choir.  The extended day Drama group were also extremely  

entertaining with óA Teenage Christmas Carolô. Many thanks to the students who worked so 

hard, the staff for their support, and of course a wonderful audience. Ms Ball 

A Christmas Cracker 

This term has been hectic, Years 9, 10 and 11 have all sat at least one GCSE module 

test and an IAA....a minimum of 20% of their final grade.  Some students have made  

excellent progress.   

Students have now been issued with new exercise books for the new topic.  Over the next few weeks, all lesson plans, 

notes from the books and activities that pupils are expected to do will be placed on the MAG.  Students, where they have 

been issued, must bring their charged laptops into every science lesson, as activities are often planned with this resource  

expected. If a student is away, they can access all this material on the MAG so that they do not fall 

behind.   The deadlines for the Projects and ILTs this term are; 

Project 1:  Week set:  14th December - Week due in:  4th Jan 

ILT 1:                Week set:  4th January - Week due in:  11th January 

Project 2:         Week set:  25th January - Week due in:  8th February 

ILT 2:               Week set:  8th February - Week due in:  22nd February 

These are set as homework and are essential for the tracking and monitoring of progress.  The next science GCSE exams 

are during the week starting 1st March.  Reminder to all students to come properly equipped to GCSE 

exams with a pen, pencil, ruler and calculator.  

The winner of the Science prize in the raffle was Samuel Topper.  He has won a Nintendo DS.  Many pupils had won 

raffle tickets and a special mention goes to Kirsty Cole, Mollie Byrne, Natasha Sleeman and Andy Crisford who all won 

many tickets for working consistently above target grades and getting their homework in on time. 

Science News 



Mini School News 

Red School 

During the week of November 16th-20th our 

students were learning lessons of a different 

kind when they took part in a whole week 

of enterprise activities as part of Global 

Entrepreneurship Week.  Students from 

Yearôs 7 to 12 took time out of their normal 

timetables to take part in a wide range of 

events. 

Year 7 students designed their own T-shirts 

on an environmental theme using recycled 

accessories and embellishments. The prize 

for óMost effort and dedication to taskô 

went to Mrs Hobdayôs group (7aPb4) who 

created some fantastic designs and were 

very enthusiastic. 

Year 8 took part in an event run by Bright 

Green Enterprise called Green Dragons ï 

where they were challenged to design a 

product out of recycled material and come 

up with a marketing campaign, the winning 

team of Tyler Brabham, Erin Clarke, Emily 

Cawood, Chloe Howe and Billy Carden 

won the competition and the prize of £40. 

Year 9 made and marketed fresh fruit 

smoothies with the help of EBP Kent. The 

winning team was made up of Bleu       

Maloney, Joe Molloy, Robbie Osborne, 

Emma Maidment  and KoppaôNy Kovaôcs. 

Kayleigh Avis, a Year 9 student, said: ñIt 

was a fun activity and it was good because 

everyone got involvedò 

 Year 10 took part in the annual Make Your 

Mark Challenge with Mikey Harris, Harvey 

Laker and Jordan Baker winning the  

competition and going forward to represent 

the academy in the next round, they also 

took home a £15 gift card each. 

EBP Kent also ran a Learn to Earn  

challenge day with Year 11. This consisted 

of a variety of team-based challenges  

including the Stixx challenge where  

students had to design furniture out of 

rolled up newspaper and cable ties! The 

highest scoring students who won paid 

work experience with EBP were Linzi 

Alexander, Andrew Curran, Lilly 

McLaughlin, Melissa Brown, Jack Sheryer, 

Amy Thomsett and Rejoice Misi. 

Post-16 students had some great advice 

during a three-part workshop run by Jill 

Tipping and Enterprise Gateway on  

subjects including financial security,  

building business relationships and  

communication skills. Those that took part 

thought the sessions were fantastic and 

certainly gave them some ófood for 

thoughtô. Post-16 student, James Reid, said: 

ñit was a fascinating day, very 

educational and very well  

presentedò 

Hayley StampðDirector of 

Business and Enterprise 

The Marsh Academy gets 
enterprising  

It has been a very enjoyable term for members of the Yellow school Community. We welcome Mr Chimbizi 

as a tutor for Ms Dreanoôs group while she is on maternity leave. Good attendance continues to be  

encouraged and in spite of being in the colds and flu season we have significant numbers of students with 

attendance above 96% and 29 students who have 100% attendance. Students have taken part in a wide range of activities, including the 

Business and Enterprise week, the school concert and sports.  In the New Year, our Head Girls and Head Boy will focus on our new 

charity and begin to discuss with our Mini School Council representatives ways in which students can work with the charity and  

support them through fund raising ventures and adventures. In the last week of term we have a celebration assembly and individual 

students will be rewarded for their contribution. Yellow School would like to wish everyone a happy Christmas and a good New Year. 

It has been another busy term for the members of Red School.  Students have successfully taken part in activities 

such as the Business and Enterprise Day as well as the school concert.  Furthermore, a number of students have 

earned particular praise for their attendance, application and achievement.  These include, Phyllida Godfrey, James 

Giltinane, Christie Avis, Kayleigh Avis, Connor Alexander, Ashley Hayward, Michaela Hodge, Rachel Kelly, Samantha Mendham, Connor 

Myring, Adam Robertson, Ben Smith, Shaun Smith. Graeme Stewart and Casey Tallis.  Congratulations to all of them. A special mention goes 

to Kvitka Mykhanchuck who consistently excels in all areas and who was given a special award in a recent assembly by the Chairman of the 

Governors.  As we prepare for the end of the school term we would like to wish everyone a very happy Christmas and healthy New Year. 

Red School 

Yellow School 

Blue Mini School have had an extremely busy second term where we have celebrated many successes and  

achievements and are now looking forward to the Christmas period.   

As a mini school we raised over £150 for Children in Need, both through a Non Uniform Day and from a special assembly taken by tutor 

group (LXHB), a special mention must go to Elysha Burkhardt and her team of helpers who raised over £30 on their own.   

Enterprise Week was enjoyed across all year groups; congratulations to Michael Harris (CPB) who was a member of the winning group for 

the óMake Your Mark Challengeô and also to Lily McLaughlin (ABB) and Rejoice Misi (SCB) who have won a chance to take part in paid 

work experience with the sponsor company for their enterprise activity.   

As part of Blue Mini Schools assembly timetable thanks, must go to AXDB and their tutor for organising a trip to see the St Nicholasô 

Friday Night Dance Club, we were very impressed by their talents and the show was enjoyed by everyone. 

Blue School 

We had a special assembly this term in order to present a  cheque for £265.62 to Christine Payne, a  

representative from the óMake a Wish Foundationô.  Students watched a moving video to show the work 

that the charity has done over the last year.  Congratulations to the following tutor groups for the best 

monthly attendance: GPG ï September, JDG ï October, JNG ï November.  We would like to wish all the families of Green 

School students a very happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.  Remember, now is the time to reflect on the things you 

have achieved in 2009 and make some new resolutions for 2010, to help improve your grades and enjoyment of school. 

Green School 



Community Cohesion - ART BEAT ï E-NEWSLETTER  
For more information on local events please download the newsletter from the councilôs web site at 

www.shepway.gov.uk/arts , which includes the latest Art Beat and Inside Track funding digest.  
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Soap making has gone very well this term and students have enjoyed  

creating a wide range of different types of soaps.  Brooke McSweeney 

designed an excellent óMAD Soapô logo.  We also held a Pudsey Bear 

soap raffle to raise money for Children in Need and have raised further money from selling soap 

gifts to staff. 

Staff are raising money for Pilgrims Hospice by donating money rather 

than sending each other cards.  

All Year 10 students who do Dida for core ICT need to attend catch-up 

lessons to complete the unit as the deadline is the end of the term.  Both Year 10 and 11  

iMedia students should be attending catch-up lessons to upload their work to maps as they 

need to complete three units to achieve one GSCE. 

All Year 11 students taking core ICT only should be aiming to complete at least two Dida 

units as a minimum which will be worth two GSCEôs, whilst those doing top-up should be 

aiming for three or more units. 

Artists of the Month 

Charmain Simmons 

Jasmine Gillingham 

Ben Shepherd ï for his stamina in the 

completion of his course work! 

ICT News 

Extended Day 

We have had another exciting term 

in PBL completing projects entitled 

"Me, Myself" and "Conflict".  As 

part of the Year 7 project, most students took part in a 

visit to the Romney Marsh Countryside project.  This 

visit was really informative with students learning about 

the changing geographical make-up of the Romney 

Marsh throughout history, as well as identifying features 

of our beautiful local environment.  The only bad part of 

the trip was the weather! 

After Christmas Year 8 will be starting a project about 

memories.  If you have any interesting memories of life 

in the local area and would be happy to be interviewed 

by the students about these, please email me at 

hfranks@marshacademy.org.uk.   

On behalf of the PBL team we wish you a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New 2010. 

PBL News 

MARSH ACADEMY CHRISTMAS CARD  

Congratulations to Charley Bartelt and Ryan 

Smith for winning the Marsh Academy  

Christmas Card competition.  Their designs have 

been made into the school Christmas card.  The 

winners from Folkestone School for Girls were 

Shairah Ramir and Sita Thapa. Well done! 

The Film Club 

started this term, 

with Year 10 and 

11 seeing Minority Report, starring 

Tom Cruise and  directed by Steven 

Spielberg. In the film, crime was a 

thing of the past,  because police had 

the ability to capture citizens before 

they committed crimes. The  

technology used to help the police 

capture would-be criminals seemed 

flawless, until a cop who relied on it 

suddenly found   himself on the 

wrong end of the law. Years 7, 8 and 

9 saw Millions, starring James 

Nesbitt and Alexander Nathan Etel, 

directed by Danny Boyle. Seven-year

-old Damien and his 9 year old 

brother Anthony had an interesting 

problem on their hands ï a bag con-

taining £265,000 had dropped into 

their lives, and with only a few days 

left before the British pound was   

replaced forever by the Euro, they 

only had one week to spend it, give it 

away, or try to return it to its owners. 

In order to become a member of the 

film club you need to have had a 

good record of attendance and  

behaviour. If you were not elected to 

the Club this time, you can be invited 

to the February showing by  

improving your attendance and  

behaviour in Term 3. 

Film Club 

The Marsh Academy would like to 

congratulate James Reid in Year 12 

who has been successful in his  

application to become a member of the Council for  

Disabled Children. Well done James! 

Post 16 
MATHS REVISION SESSIONS  

There will be Maths KS4 (Years  9, 10 & 

11)  revision sessions after school on  

Fridays from 3pm until 4pm. All welcome. 

http://www.shepway.gov.uk/arts
mailto:hfranks@marshacademy.org.uk


Holiday Activities 
at the  
Leisure Centre  
The Leisure Centre will be 

starting a circus school with 

Kent Circus School soon, 

phone them on 01797 369200 

to find out more. 

 
Phone: 01797 364593 

Fax: 01797 367315 

E-mail: www.marshacademy.org.uk 

Station Road 

New Romney 

Kent  

TN28 8BB 

 

 

Back to SchoolðMonday 4th January 2010 

Year 7 Consultation EveningðTuesday 5th January 

Year 10 Consultation EveningðTuesday 12th January 

Year 11 Consultation EveningðWednesday 20th January 

Year 10 Options EveningðWednesday 27th January 

Year 11 Options EveningðThursday 28th January 

 

Absence Line: 01797 363594 

Dates for Your Diary 

 Pl  W D L  F A  Pts  GD  

Marsh Academy  5 5 0 0 27 9 15 +18 

Marlowe Academy  5 3 1 1 15 15 10 0 

Sittingbourne CC  5 2 1 2 22 11 7 +11 

Dane Court GS  5 2 1 2 11 11 7 0 

Hartsdown TC  5 0 2 3 4 19 2 -15 

Folkestone  

Academy  
4 0 1 4 2 16 1 -14 

Sports News 

Marsh Academy Under 19ôs team were run away winners of the East Kent Football league this season.  The semi 

final play off between the Marsh Academy and Chatham Grammar saw Marsh squeeze a 3 -2 victory in the  

dying seconds of the match.  The Marsh Academy will now host the final on Wed 16th December Vôs Howard 

School 2pm kick off.    Rugby Club for Year 7's and 8's will be held with Mr Double on Thursdays after school. 

SCHOOL TIES 
As requested at the Parentsô Forum, normal school ties, in 

addition to ñclip-onò ties, will be available from school  

Reception from January for the same price as the ñclip-onò 

version at £5.50. If buying a standard tie parents/carers or 

students will be required to sign an agreement assuring 

that the tie will be worn in the correct manner, i.e. using a 

standard Small Tie Knot which covers the top button of the 

shirt.  ñClip-Onò ties will still be available to purchase. 

E-SAFETY  
Over the festive period you can have great fun on the internet 

and other ICT devices but please remember to keep safe!  You 

should never disclose personal information (e.g. your mobile 

phone number) about yourself online, even if you think you 

know who you are talking to.  If you find yourself confused 

over e-safety or are a victim of cyber bullying please ask a  

responsible adult for help. For further information on every-

thing from cyber bullying to computer hacking  visit 

www.thinkuknow.co.uk (there's also a section included for  

parents/guardians).  Have fun over the festive season but please 

remember to keep safe and SMART (access this website to find 

out about keeping SMART online www.kidsmart.org.uk/

beingsmart).ðHannah FranksðE-safety Officer 

BISTRO NEWS  

Check out the meal deals in the 
snack bar coming next term,  

 Also International Fridays will 
be fortnightly, starting again in 
the New Year, so come along 
and try some international  
cuisine. 

Extended Day Cancellations 
To further improve our communication with  

parents we will be holding subject consultation  

evenings for individual year groups throughout the  

academic year. Due to a number of these evenings  

falling on Tuesdayôs we will be cancelling extended day 

on the following dates: 

Tuesday 5th January 2010 

Tuesday 12th January 2010 

Tuesday 16th March 2010 

Tuesday 20th April 2010 

Transport home from school will operate at the usual 

time of 3pm on these dates. More details of the parent 

consultation evenings will be sent to you nearer the time 

of the event. 


