
Dear Parents/Carers, 

Term 1 has passed remarkably quickly and the two highlights for me have been our hugely 
successful prize giving afternoon and the significant progress we have made towards our 
new build. 
 
Students from Years 8 to 11 received awards for effort, progress, service and achievement 
as we celebrated the success achieved over the course of the year. 
 
The design phase of the new build is now  
complete and we hope to have contractors on 
site in the new year. 
 
Best wishes 

 

 
Mrs Tracy Luke 
Executive Principal 

Letôs get enterprising 

As a Business and Enterprise 
school, The Marsh Academy is a 
keen participant in Global Entrepre-
neurship Week or Enterprise Week 
which sees schools around the 
country taking part in enterprise 
activities. This year, Enterprise 
Week takes place between Monday 
16th November and Friday 20th  
November. After last yearôs  
successful week we have decided 
to again involve all students in an 
enterprise-themed day during this 
week.  

 
Activities planned include: Eco-
fashion for Year 7, Green Dragons 
(a Dragonôs Den style activity) for 
Year 8, The Smoothie Challenge for 
Year 9, The Make Your Mark  
Challenge for Year 10, The Stix 
Challenge for Year 11 and Street-
wise ï an activity organised by The 
Enterprise Gateway ï for Year 12 
students. These events will mark 
the start of a wide range of  
enterprise activities happening 
throughout the year both as  
stand-alone activities and within 
curriculum areas. 

Last yearôs Year 7ôs enjoying the 

Eco-fashion event   
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We are on the web 

www.marshacademy.org.uk 

Message from the Principal Term 1ðSeptember 2009 

OLYMPIC ATHLETE VISITS YEAR 8  

To inspire studentsô creativity and get an insight into Olympic life, Lisa 
Dobriskey, world class Olympic Athlete and former student of our  
predecessor school, Southlands, came in to speak to the students about 
their current PBL project "How do you design an Olympic games  
Village?".   Lisa engaged in two question 
and answer sessions with Year 8, as well 
as showing some students her Olympic 
pass and other memorabilia from the  
Beijing Olympics.  The visit was a great 
success, with both students and staff  
enjoying the experience greatly. 

We have had a fantastic start to PBL this year and it is great to see the 
laptops being used effectively.  From now on homework will be set  
electronically via the MAG (Marsh Academy Gateway).  For those of you 
without internet access, the library is open till 5:00pm each evening and a 
number of printed copies of the homework sheets will be left in the library for you to access.ðMs Franks 



Mini School News 

Red School 

 
 
 

Welcome to Ms Baldock, Ms Norman and 
Ms Sohi who joined the Science  
Department in  September.  Over the  
summer holiday, rooms in Science were  
refurbished.  Two rooms have been 
knocked into one large lab with exciting 
ICT developments, projectors and  
equipment.  As a result we can now team 
teach and pupils are able to experience 
new opportunities and do more varied 
activities in the lessons.  It is important 
that all pupils access the MAG to download 

the Powerpoints and activities as staff are  
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ΨƴƻǘŜ 
ǘŀƪƛƴƎΩ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎΣ ǎŀŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
pupils have the required notes available.  
This has now enabled us to use the  
information rather than just deliver. 

The MAG is crucial to pupil success.  Last 
year, those pupils who used the informa-
tion available along with past papers and 
the revision guides (available at £2 each) 
scored some spectacular successes when 
compared with targets.  In addition, each 
pupil has projects and ILT that support the  
learning, these must be done to inform the 

teacher how best to progress the learning 
activities.   

Finally, on the subject of exams, ALL pupils 
in Years 9, 10 and 11 have an exam on 
November 20th.  This is a real GCSE exam 
and worth 10% of the final grade.  Science 
is modular and thus pupils 
cannot cram in at the last 
minute, they MUST revise 
for this exam.......Failure to 
prepare is preparing to fail. 

The English department is planning a trip to The Imperial War Museum, London on the 12th November for 

year 9 students to help with their coursework on A Soldierôs Diary from World War One.  All English  

coursework should be completed and submitted to English teachers by the 16th October 2009. 

Science News 

We are delighted to welcome Karen Todd to the Academy as our new Yellow School Student Development 

Leader.  We are pleased to inform parents  that we have 65 students with 100% attendance and 24 students  

with 98% -  well done! For the past two years students and tutors selected Kent Air Ambulance as the mini 

school charity and raised money to support their important work. We will have a celebration assembly soon to present a cheque to 

this charity. At our recent school council meeting we decided to give the students the opportunity to consider new charities for the 

mini school. At the last two assemblies, tutor groups have presented a range of new charities and the mini school have voted and 

selected the Make a Wish Foundation. The foundation works alongside young people fighting life threatening illnesses. We are very 

pleased to be associated with this charity.  We are in the process of selecting a new Head Girl and Head Boy. 

Congratulations to all Red School students who competed in the Inter School Sports Activities on the last day of term.  

We are extremely proud that we won the competition; it was great to see so many students taking part and having fun.   

Congratulations to Laura Maidment and Jay Christy who were elected as Head Girl and Head Boy; Ashley Hayward 

and Monique Smith are Sports Captains.  This will be a busy year for them all.  The school are supporting Demelza House as their school charity 

and are currently in the process of putting together a cook book with favourite recipes in it.  These books will be on sale after half-term and may 

well make useful Christmas presents.  We are also organising a Bring and Buy Sale. 

Red School 

English  

Yellow School 

Last year, students in Blue Mini School used their considerable initiative to raise over £350 for Red Nose 

Day and our chosen charity, the RNLI.  It has been decided by the Student Council to continue our  

association with this worthwhile charity for another year and we look forward to another year of  

fundraising events.  Congratulations go to Ashley Fletcher (BLB) who has been chosen to play for the Kent Football Team, we 

look forward to tracking the teamôs progress throughout the coming season. 

Blue School 

KS3 News 

Welcome to all our new Year 7 students and parents. We have started the term by selecting a new Green School 

charity. All the tutor groups chose a charity to support, they each gave an excellent presentation in assembly and the 

whole of Green School took part in a ballot and as a result our charity for 2009 ï 2010 will be the óDownôs  

Syndrome Associationô. We will be presenting a cheque for Ã265.62 to last yearôs charity, the óMake a Wishô Foundation in a future  

assembly. Congratulations to all the newly elected Council reps and Sports Captains from the tutor groups, we look forward to working with 

you throughout the year. Our aim is to develop the sporting and social side of life in Green School throughout the following year. 

Green School 

A group of Year 9 students have begun 

their course in Motorcycle repair and 

maintenance. Progress has been very 

encouraging, the first assessment task is 

complete and we are close to finishing 

the second.  Students have been  

introduced to safe working practices and 

are all able to move a variety of motor    

cycles around the workshop using     

 

 

correct procedures. They have experi-

enced moving the bikes onto ramps, 

strapping the bikes safely and raising the 

ramps ready for working on particular 

component parts.  

We are very pleased with the students, 

they are working well in small teams and 

are learning a great deal. 

Motorcycle Maintenance  


